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Consideration for one of the three special products of
Matsuya, " Painting of egret"

HAYAKAWA Hanayo

There was a family called Matsuya whose profession was Nurishi (maker of lacquer
ware and handiworks) in Nara City. Well-versed in the Japanese tea ceremony, members of
the family owned valuable tea utensils called Karamono (originated in China) : family
treasures handed down from generation to generation. The three special products of Matsuya
were called Matsuya Katatsuki Chaire (tea container) , Sagi-e (painting of egret) , Zonsei
Nagabon (tray to put tea sets on) . This article describes one of them, " Painting of egret"
(picture of white egrets, green algaes and landscape) .

Tenyu Shoko (1586-1666) , the 169th chief priest of Daitoku-ji Temple, wrote Joki
Sagi-eki in Chinese classic writings, in which we confirm the origin of the picture : "Painting of
egret" was created by Joki. It was Hisashige MATSUYA (1567-1652) who requested the work
from the priest. The picture was owned and loved by Yoshimasa ASHIKAGA (1436-1490) ,
the eighth shogun of the Muromachi bakufu. The karamono stored by shogunke became a
noble treasure just because of its owner and had a great reputation.

However, what's written here is not proved to be a historical fact. Whether it is true
or not, "Painting of egret" and Matsuya’'s reputations spread nationwide since this story
appeared in the Joki Sagi-eki. Therefore, I considered the problems concerning the Joki Sagi-
ekt.

—137—

[+





