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The Prospects of Neighborhood Autonomy Activities within Collaborative
and Dependent Attitudes toward Local Government: in Case of Active
Members in Regional and Social Groups

KOTANI Yoshiko - NAKAMICHI Minoru

Abstract

This study reports on a field investigation on active members in regional and social groups in
eleven municipalities. We focused on the relationship between their attitudes of collaboration or
of dependency toward their local government and their autonomous daily activities within the
framework of their mutual supports networks based on relations of residents. We researched the
prospect of the formation of a neighborhood autonomy system with the possibility of its
development.

We found the following: the members who seek for some roles in the space of
regional-neighborhood area have a tendency to collaborate with their local government. The
members of taste circles, aiming to fulfill themselves, and members of the existing neighborhood
organizations (chonaikai) have a tendency to depend on their local government. The members
who seek for their own functional daily life based on the relations of residents of
regional-neighborhood area have little tendency toward an attitude of collaboration or dependency.
There are differences between these types as to developmental states of the subjective factors for
neighborhood autonomy activities. Some members who have rich networks based on relations of
residents, however, are more likely to develop their community sentiments and/or subjective
factors for community renewal and to enrich their functional mutual support networks.

These findings indicate the importance of making a system to induce the residents to find the
meaning of living together in the same regional area, to enrich their functional networks based on
relations of residents, and to develop their subjective factors for community renewal toward the

formation of a neighborhood autonomy system.

(Keywords: neighborhood autonomy system, factors of subjectivity, social network, typologies of

social participation, collaboration)
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